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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 2+ of the Remarks, filed 05/1 0/201 1 , with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 and 47-50 under Levandowski (6,704,060) in 
view Srivastava (2002/0194596) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Levandowski (6,704,060). 

2. Levandowski is being applied as a 1 02 reference now because after carefully 
reviewing Applicant's remarks and reading the Levandowski's reference, Examiner 
believes the reference teaches the claim limitations. Levandowski teaches an 
integrated receiver/decoder (IRD, 1 12 of fig. 1), the system receives television signals 
from cable/terrestrial broadcasting stations, decodes the signals and displays the 
video/audio signals on displays (114) and (120) and their associated remote controls 
(1 1 6 and 1 22) respectively. The respective remote controls (1 1 6 and 1 22) are used to 
select video/audio signals for output on their respective displays (1 1 4 and 1 20). Using 
the IR remote, 1 16 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 1 14 in the 
first viewing location 101 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a standard 
definition signal suitable for the display 1 14 is selected, similarly, if using the RF remote 
1 22 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 1 20 in the second viewing 
location 102 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a standard definition 
signal suitable for the display 120 is selected. This method and apparatus is used for 
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high-definition and standard-definition television system and allows independent and 
simultaneous viewing of two contents with a small increase in unit cost. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 12 elements " means for conveying to the first control input and 

means for conveying to the second control input " is means (or step) plus 

function limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. 

Applicant is required to: 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or 
step) plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function without introducing 
any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification 
already implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or acts so 
that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, material, or acts 
perform the claimed function, applicant is required to clarify the record by either: 
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(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites the corresponding structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed function 
and clearly links or associates the structure, material, or acts to the claimed function, 
without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, 
which are implicitly or inherently set forth in the written description of the specification, 
perform the claimed function. For more information, see 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP §§ 
608.01(0) and 2181. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Regarding claims 23 and 24, while the computer program including program 
steps is disclosed in the specification in paragraph 0051 as flash memory, its 
description is open-ended and allows for non-statutory embodiments such as a signal or 
carrier wave under the broadest reasonable interpretation. The suggested claim 
language to obviate the rejection is "non-transitory", "computer usable memory", or 
"computer usable storage memory", "computer readable memory", "computer readable 
device", (i.e. any variations thereof, where "media" or "medium" is replaced by "device" 
or "memory") or adding "wherein the medium is not a signal". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-12, 16-24 and 48-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Levandowski (U.S. Patent No. 6,704,060). 

Regarding claims 1, 16, 22 and 47, Levandowski discloses a media device (see 
fig. 1 (IRD, 112)) having at least first (see fig. 1 (display, 114)) and second media 
outputs (see fig. 1 (display, 120)) and respective associated first (see fig. 1 (IR remote, 
1 1 6)) and second control inputs (see fig. 1 (RF remote, 1 22)), the media device being 
arranged 

to select or modify media signals for output on the first and/or second media 
outputs in response to control signals received on either of the first and second control 
inputs (see col. 2, lines 42-64, fig 1 ; remote controls 116 and 122 are used for selection 
of the television signals); 

the device being further arranged to apply a common setting to the media signals 
output on the first and second media outputs (see col. 3, lines 64-col. 4, lines 8; using 
the IR remote, 1 16 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 1 14 in the 
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first viewing location 101 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a standard 
definition signal suitable for the display 1 14 is selected); 

wherein the device is arranged to adopt a predetermined first or second setting 
as said common setting according to whether control signals are received respectively 
on said first or said second inputs (see col. 3, lines 64-col. 4, lines 8, col. 5, lines 49-56; 
using the IR remote, 1 16 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 114 
in the first viewing location 101 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a 
standard definition signal suitable for the display 1 14 is selected, similarly, if using the 
RF remote 1 22 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 1 20 in the 
second viewing location 102 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a 
standard definition signal suitable for the display 120 is selected). 

Regarding claim 2, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or second settings are 
modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 3, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied above 
{see claim 2). Levandowski discloses wherein the first and second settings are 
modifiable by the control signals input at the first and/or second control inputs (see col. 
5, lines 49-56). 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,839 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2425 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 1 and 16). Levandowski discloses a device wherein the 
media signals include video signals (see col. 1 , lines 67-col. 2, line 3, col. 2, lines 42- 
49). 

Regarding claims 5 and 19, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 4 and 18). Levandowski discloses wherein the common 
setting comprises a picture format of the video signal (see col. 3, lines 38-47). 

Regarding claims 6, 20 and 48, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 5, 19 and 47). Levandowski discloses the picture format 
comprises an aspect ratio (see col. 3, lines 5-14). 

Regarding claims 7 and 21, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 1 and 16). Levandowski discloses a device wherein the 
media signals include audio signals (see col. 1, lines 67-col. 2, line 3, col. 2, lines 42- 
49). 

Regarding claim 8, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied above 
{see claim 1). Levandowski discloses an apparatus including a device, a media relay 
for conveying the media signals from the second media output to a media player at a 
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location remote from the device, and a control relay for relaying the control signals from 
the remote location to the device (see col. 2, lines 42-64, fig 1 (118, 122)). 

Regarding claim 9, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 8). Levandowski discloses an apparatus, wherein the control relay is 
arranged to receive said control signals from a line-of-sight remote controller (see col. 2, 
lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 10, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 9). Levandowski discloses an apparatus wherein the media device is 
arranged to receive the control signals at the first control input from said line-of-sight 
remote controller (see col. 2, lines 49-56, fig 1 (116)). 

Regarding claim 11, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 9). Levandowski discloses an apparatus wherein the line-of-sight 
remote controller is an infra-red remote control (see col. 2, lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 12, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1 1). Levandowski discloses a media system including apparatus a 
first media player (fig. 1 (114)) at a first location (fig. 1 (101)), means for conveying to 
the first control input (fig. 1 (116)) said control signals initiated by a user from the first 
location, a second media player (fig. 1 (116)) at a second location (fig. 1 (102)), and 
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means for conveying to the second control input (fig. 1 (122)) said control signals 
initiated by the user from the second location (see fig. 1 , col. 2, lines 42-col. 3, line 4). 

Regarding claim 17, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 2). Levandowski discloses a method including modifying said first 
and/or second settings in response to user input (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 23, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 22). Levandowski discloses a computer program product comprising 
the computer program recorded on a carrier (see col. 5, lines 49-56, lines 57-col. 6, line 
9)- 

Regarding claim 24, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 22). Levandowski discloses a broadcast signal including a computer 
program (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claims 49 and 50, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 47 and 48). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or 
second picture formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Levandowski (U.S. Patent No. 6,704,060) in view of Applicant Admitted Prior Art 
(AAPA). 

Regarding claim 13, Levandowski discloses a media device (see fig. 1 (IRD, 
112)) having at least first (see fig. 1 (display, 114)) and second media outputs (see fig. 1 
(display, 120)) and respective associated first (see fig. 1 (IR remote, 116)) and second 
control inputs (see fig. 1 (RF remote, 122)), the media device being arranged 

to select or modify media signals for output on the first and/or second media 
outputs in response to control signals received on either of the first and second control 
inputs (see col. 2, lines 42-64, fig 1 ; remote controls 116 and 122 are used for selection 
of the television signals); 

the device being further arranged to apply a common setting to the media signals 
output on the first and second media outputs (see col. 3, lines 64-col. 4, lines 8; using 
the IR remote, 1 16 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 1 14 in the 
first viewing location 101 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a standard 
definition signal suitable for the display 1 14 is selected); 
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wherein the device is arranged to adopt a predetermined first or second setting 
as said common setting according to whether control signals are received respectively 
on said first or said second inputs (see col. 3, lines 64-col. 4, lines 8, col. 5, lines 49-56; 
using the IR remote, 1 16 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 114 
in the first viewing location 101 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a 
standard definition signal suitable for the display 1 14 is selected, similarly, if using the 
RF remote 122 in fig. 1 indicates the user wants to watch the TV display 120 in the 
second viewing location 102 and a picture format of a high-definition signal or a 
standard definition signal suitable for the display 120 is selected). 

Although Levandowski discloses an auxiliary control input for receiving control 
signals from the remote control (see fig. 1 (RF remote, 122)), Levandowski is silent as 
to receiving it via a remote control extender. 

AAPA discloses an auxiliary control input for receiving control signals from the 
remote control via a remote control extender (see paragraph 0010). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for viewing two 
independent channels using one integrated receiver/decoder of Levandowski to include 
an auxiliary control input for receiving control signals from the remote control via a 
remote control extender as taught by AAPA for the advantage of providing improved 
user interface. 
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Regarding claim 14, Levandowski and AAPA discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claim 13). Levandowski discloses the picture format comprises an 
aspect ratio (see col. 3, lines 5-14). 

Regarding claim 15, Levandowski and AAPA discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claim 13). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or second 
picture formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

7. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Levandowski (U.S. Patent No. 6,704,060) in view of Applicant Admitted Prior Art 
(AAPA) and Brett et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,950,146). 

Regarding claim 15, Levandowski and AAPA discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claim 13). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or second 
picture formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

In an analogous art, Brett et al. discloses wherein said first and/or second picture 
formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 10-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the methods and apparatus of Levandowski and 
AAPA to include wherein said first and/or second picture formats are modifiable by a 
user as taught by Brett et al. for the advantage of receiving the best picture impression. 
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8. Claims 2, 17, 49 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Levandowski (U.S. Patent No. 6,704,060) in view of Brett et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,950,146). 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 1 and 16). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or 
second settings are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

In an analogous art, Brett et al. discloses wherein said first and/or second 
settings are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 10-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the methods and apparatus of Levandowski to 
include wherein said first and/or second settings are modifiable by a user as taught by 
Brett et al. for the advantage of receiving the best picture impression. 

Regarding claims 49 and 50, Levandowski discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 47 and 48). Levandowski discloses wherein said first and/or 
second picture formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 49-56). 

In an analogous art, Brett et al. discloses wherein said first and/or second picture 
formats are modifiable by a user (see col. 5, lines 10-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the methods and apparatus of Levandowski to 
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include wherein said first and/or second picture formats are modifiable by a user as 
taught by Brett et al. for the advantage of receiving the best picture impression. 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NNENNA EKPO whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (9 am - 6 pm) and 
Flex on every friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/NNENNA EKPO/ 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2425 
March 2, 2012. 

/Brian T Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



